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In a poll of the 500 highest-earning Argentine companies by Price Waterhouse consultants
published Nov. 10, 23.1% of respondents predicted that 1991 would be a "very good" year, while
62.9% said it would be "good." Sixty percent of the firms surveyed said the creation of the South
American Common Market (MERCOSUR, comprised of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay)
would have a "positive" effect on their business. When asked about GDP, 56% said they expected
a growth rate of over 3% this year, while 32% expected a 1 to 3% increase. Next, 60% of the firms
surveyed said they anticipated the government would run a budget surplus equivalent to up to 2%
of GDP, while the average projected inflation rate for the year as a whole was 21.5%. Regarding 1992,
58% of respondents said earnings would be higher, while another 33% said they would remain the
same. That trend was linked to an anticipated increase in per capita productivity, since GDP growth
was expected to outpace job creation by far. New jobs were expected to increase by just 0.3% in 1992.
(Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 10/10/91)
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